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Steve Rich '06 
The popularity of running in the United States is at 
an all-time high, and the number of participants in 
road races has grown exponentially over the last 20 
years. While millions of people run for health reasons 
at least occasionally, some work up the courage to 
compete in 1 OK races and half marathons (13.1 miles 
for those of you who might be curious), and others 
push themselves to limits they didn't think they could 
achieve by participating in a marathon as part of their 
"bucket lists. " 
You also have those ultra-competitive souls who have 
competed in dozens of marathons, and their goals go far beyond simply reaching the 
fin ish line. They want to win the race, take top honors in their age brackets, beat their 
previous personal records or, at the very least. push their bodies to their limits. You'll 
have a chance to read about a couple of them in this issue - as well as two more of 
your fellow alumni who have taken it to the next level by running in ultramarathons. 
Rob Ulm and Perry Edinger punish their minds and their bodies by running 50, 100, 
even 135 miles at a time. While that might sound bad enough to some people, try 
competing in one of those 135-mile jaunts in California's Death Valley in mid-July 
when the temperatures can easily exceed 120 degrees. I wouldn't consider playing 
golf or mowing the yard - or maybe even walking to the mailbox - in that kind of heat, 
but something like this simply represents one more challenge to these two. 
While most of us cannot begin to understand what goes through their minds, 
maybe we can better relate to those who do a different kind of running - their own 
businesses, that is. Dick Levi is a veteran business owner who has had a great deal of 
success in his career (and has also found time to have a little fun with a high-octane 
hobby), while Kiley Russell is a young entrepreneur with big dreams. Of course, she 
also had the unexpected benefit of getting a helping hand from Oprah along the way! 
We hope you enjoy this issue of Eastern Illinois Alumni , and, as always, please don't 
hesitate to contact us at the Alumni Association if we can be of assistance to you. 
Go Panthers! 
Steve Rich '06 
Executive Director 
EIU Alumni Association 
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eiu news 
EIU moves up in U.S. 
News & World Report 
rankings 
EIU has moved up 
in the U.S. News & 
World Report 's annual 
ranking of higher 
education institutions. 
EIU is ranked 51 st 
among all Midwestern 
universities offering 
a full range ·of 
undergraduate 
degrees and some master's degree programs. 
The region encompasses Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri , 
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota 
and Wisconsin. 
Among public universities on the list, EIU ranks 
12th in its class in the 12-state region (up from 
14th last year) . Among Illinois public universities, 
EIU ranks second (up from third last year). 
The rankings - part of the magazine's 2012 
edition of "Best Colleges" - are based on schools' 
academic reputations, student selectivity, faculty 
resources, graduation and retention rates, 
financial resources and alumni giving. 
The numbers reveal EIU 's focus on personal 
attention. For example, the student-faculty ratio 
remains 16:1 , and only 3 percent of all classes 
have 50 or more students. In addition, EIU 
continues to tout the highest freshman retention 
rate and the second-highest graduation rate 
among all Illinois public universities in its class. 
"Eastern Illinois University continues to move 
forward despite the financial obstacles in our way, 
and that says a lot about our faculty and staff, 
our students, and the many alumni and friends 
who believe in and support our mission," said EIU 
President Bill Perry. 
"While I'm proud of our higher ranking, I'm more 
proud of the manner in which each facet of 
the university continues to move forward. The 
emphasis always has been and continues to be 
integrating students' academic and personal 
experiences, and I'm happy to see the statistics 
reflect positively on that. 
"Ultimately, it's not numbers that convince 
people that they belong at EIU - it's the excellent 
academic programs and the personal connection 
they find here. That speaks volumes about the 
EIU experience." 




During his Sept. 19 visit to the EIU campus, Samir 
Shakir Mahmood Sumaid'ie, Iraqi ambassador 
to the United States, personally thanked local 
veterans and their families for their service. 
Sumaid 'ie took time to speak with each Iraq War 
veteran in attendance, offering them the Iraqi 
people's thanks. It was the first opportunity he'd 
had to thank veterans in the Midwestern U.S. 
"I always make a point wherever I go to express 
gratitude and appreciation to the soldiers that 
helped my country free itself from dictatorship, 
making sacrifices in the process," Sumaid'ie told 
the JG!TC newspaper. 
After meeting with the veterans, he delivered a 
presentation on the future of Iraq and the Mideast. 
Sumaid'ie has been Iraq's ambassador to the 
U.S. since 2006. 
Smith named Faculty 
Laureate 
Due in part to his ability 
to instill excitement 
and enthusiasm into 
reluctant learners, history 
professor David Smith is 
EIU 's 2011-2012 Faculty 
Laureate, the university's 
official spokesperson 
1 on the importance of a 
general/liberal arts education. 
He delivered the keynote speech at Convocation, 
a welcoming ceremony for incoming students. 
Smith said his mission is not to teach students 
what to think about the past, but, rather, how to 
think about the past. 
"He is able to teach history in such a way that not 
only keeps students' attention but, whether they 
know it or not, subtly imparts deeper aspects on 
history and historiography that they might not be 
able to grasp otherwise," said former student 
Ian Nelk. 
New EIU students gather 
for community service 
More than 1,900 new EIU students helped with 
more than 40 community-service projects as part 
of EIU's third annual JumpStart 2 G.l.V.E. event 
the weekend before Fall 2011 classes began. 
Before heading out to volunteer, the students 
met on the Library Quad for a discussion on 
social issues. 
The event is part of a series of activities that is 
designed to encourage new students to 
become active citizens of the university, local and 
global communities. 
EIU enters dual-degree 
agreements with 
universities in China, 
Korea 
Luo Aiping, chairman of Hankou University in 
China, recently visited EIU to sign a Cooperation 
Agreement on the Undergraduate Education 
Project of Business Administration with EIU . 
The agreement will allow 15 to 20 undergraduates 
from Hankou University to complete two years 
of study there and then continue their studies in 
English for 2.5 years at EIU. Upon completion 
of both institutions' standard requirements, 
students will be issued dual degrees in business 
administration - one from Hankou University and 
the other from EIU. 
The agreement also permits opportunities for 
study abroad for domestic students and visiting 
faculty exchanges. This is EIU's second Dual 
Degree Memorandum of Understanding; the first, 
also initiated this year, is with Chungnam National 
University in the Republic of Korea. 
Having dual-degree programs - a highly desired 
and prestigious form of international education -
aligns Eastern with the most advanced forms of 
international collaborations. 
Old Main's large oak tree 
is ailing 
The iconic burr oak on the east side of Old Main 
has been receiving special treatment since green 
leaves on its east side turned brown during the 
very dry conditions this past summer. 
Damage appears to be caused by a fungus that 
was only recently observable on the exterior of the 
tree, but has likely been affecting the tree's interior 
for some time. The tree was struck by lightning 
several years ago, so the current problems could 
be a result of that damage. 
Officials are waiting to see how the tree looks in 
the spring before making any long-term decisions 
on its future. 
Experts say the Old Main tree could be as much 
as 250 yeirs old, so it would have already had a 
formidable presence during the construction of 
Old Main, which was completed in 1899. 
In 1995, a seedling believed to be from an acorn 
from the oak tree was dug out of a flower garden 
next to Old Main's east entrance. It was planted 
directly north of the "Big Oak," across the circle 
drive. Its trunk is now about 4 inches in diameter. 
This fall , grounds workers collected acorns 
directly from the Old Main oak tree in hopes that 
they can be germinated and planted elsewhere on 
campus. 
President Perry starts 
blog 
President Bill Perry has launched a new means of 
communication with the friends and community 
of EIU. 
"My 'Eastern Ways' blog is one way I will 
informally notify you of the ways EIU values and 
supports excellence, personal relationships, 
service, and opportunity, " he writes. "Within this 
blog, you'll hear about examples of EIU students, 
faculty and staff getting involved in academic 
programs, student life, and community 
engagement." 
The blog can be found at www.eiu.edu/ 
president/blog.php. 
Sea of flags part 
of EIU's 9/11 
commemoration 
Old Main 's front lawn was transformed 
into a sea of red , white and blue in 
commemoration of the 10th anniversary 
of the Sept. 11 , 2001 , attacks in 
New York, Washington D.C. and 
Pennsylvania. 
Volunteers, including members of 
the ROTC and the Student Veterans 
of Eastern and others placed 2,975 
flags, one for each victim, to create an 
emotional display. 
EIU celebrates grand opening of Renewable Energy Center 
EIU celebrated its new Renewable Energy Center, one of the largest 
university biomass installations in the country, with a grand opening 
ceremony on Oct. 7. 
The REC is a 19,000-square-foot steam plant that will provide heat for 
buildings and classrooms across the university grounds. It is driven by 
two large biomass gasifiers - the first application of this technology in 
Illinois and the surrounding region - that use wood chips from forest 
residue for fuel. 
By switching to a renewable energy source, EIU will reduce annual 
carbon dioxide emissions by an estimated 20,000 metric tons, which is 
equivalent to removing more than 3,600 cars from the road, according to 
figures from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 
The new plant is one piece of a comprehensive energy- and 
environmental-conservation program that also includes a variety of 
upgrades to other university facilities and infrastructure. The product 
of close collaboration between EIU and Honeywell , the program 
is expected to cut energy use on campus in half and carbon dioxide 
emissions by 80 percent. 
"This facility is a symbol of Eastern Illinois University's commitment to our 
campus and environment, and demonstrates our willingness to take a 
progressive step toward sustainability," said EIU President Bill Perry. 
The facility will more than pay for itself through the projected $140 million 
in energy savings over the next two decades - savings that are guaranteed 
through a 20-year performance contract with Honeywell. 
The facility will also have a major educational benefit. The REC's dedicated 
classroom space and advanced technology displays are helping the 
university develop a Center for Clean Energy Research and Education 
(CENCERE) to provide EIU students and faculty extensive opportunities 
for clean-energy research. The university also offers a new academic 
minor in sustainability and is in the process of adding a master's degree in 
renewable energy. 
"Operating our campus with a renewable resource allows us to show that 
cleaner energy options are both practical and fiscally responsible. This will 
not only impact our operations, but permeate into our curriculum as well." 
For more information on the Renewable Energy Center and other energy-
saving programs at EIU, please see www.eiu.edu/sustainability. 
greeneiuO 
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Perry Edinger's body started to shut down. 
At 10,000-plus feet, Edinger's body struggled to inhale oxygen 
in the lighter air. His stomach churned. His bowels gurgled. His 
brain hallucinated. He needed to get energized, but food made 
him feel nauseous. So Edinger '84 struggled with each step 
through an icy mist that clung to his skin and slowly soaked his 
clothes. It didn't matter that it was August. At high altitudes like 
this, snow fell during all seasons. 
This was a test, Edinger knew, not only of his physical fitness, 
but of his ability to get his life back after several years of 
pel'Sanffi hell. At the moment, though, Edinger could barely 
think about that next step. His crew implored him forward at 
the aid station. 
By this point, he was hyperglycemic, so his body had stopped 
working and his mind had stopped thinking - a precarious 
situation for someone navigating narrow trails along mountain 
ridges like those in the Leadville 100-mile ultramarathon, one 
of the world's most gruelin.g races. Fewer than half the people 
who start the Leadville 100 finish the race through Colorado's 
Rocky Mountains. 
Edinger planned to complete four ultramarathons - the sport's 
Grand Stam - in less than four months. Leadville is typically 
the penultimate leg in a series that includes the Western States . 
100, which winds through mountains in southern C81ifornia~ the 
Vermont 1 oo that ascends 15,00Q feet; ana the Wasatch Front 
100, which has a cumulative elevation of ?6,882 feet through 
Utat.r. 
Finishing equates to a victory i 
four sometimes 
when the body falls to pieces. No more than a dozen people 
typically finish these grueling races in a single season. 
Yet, Edinger aimed to win the Slam - if he could find a way 
to traverse another 7 4 miles of steep inclines, rapid descents 
and open trails within 30 hours. At the moment, that 
seemed implausible. 
The next 14 miles proved even more dreadful. Edinger vomited; 
diarrhea flowed down his shorts and legs. His brain made stuff 
up. The altitude started playing with his mind as well. He had 
not built immunity to the lighter air. Edinger, who worked as a 
physical therapist in Phoenix, did not have the money to depart 
early, so he arrived the night before the 4 a.m. start. 
Even though Edinger was alone by Mile 26, he imagined other 
runners passing him, which was about as likely as apparitions 
from the nearby ghost towns flitting by. At times, Edinger 
would step off the trail for these illusory figures, nearly falling 
down or sliding off dirt trails that can drop precipitously. The 
trail is sometimes hard to find, and follow, for those able to 
see clearly. 
By Mile 40, Edinger's stomach eventually allowed him to ingest 
some liquids and food. His body responded, slowly at first, and 
enabled him to pick up the pace and clear his head enough to 
eventually~vigate tight switchbacks up and down mountains 
that rose to 12,600 feet. He finish ftotirs, 18 minutes 
among the 
either dropped 
~ \honers run 
'-.... u\traroara d the clock ... as 
races arou~ er did in ariz.ona 
perl'Y ed1n9 
final two races. Putting him in a position to actually win the Slam in 
his first attempt. 
Most importantly, though, Edinger had found another way to avoid 
feeling as though he'd failed again, as he believed he had when he 
could not save his wife a few years earlier. 
FOR WHATEVER reason, Eastern Illinois has produced several 
extreme distance runners. Besides Edinger, three other alums race 
long distances on a regular basis. Nancy Elwess '76 has completed 
122 marathons and nine lronman races - events where one typically 
swims for several miles and bikes for about 100 miles before 
running a marathon (26.2 miles). A molecular biologist, she has 
also fit more than 25 Boston Marathons into a busy schedule that 
includes teaching full-time at Plattsburgh State in New York, where 
she studies Mayan migration routes; collects ancient DNA; and 
investigates receptor genes, including, appropriately enough, the 
DRD4 gene, otherwise known as the "thrill-seeking gene." 
t>awn Shutter '81 has completed marathons in all 50 states after 
running the Hoover Dam race in Nevada this fall. Plus, she's run nine 
50Ks, 0r 31-lmlers. Shutter ran competitively for EIU before serving 
as Sssistant coaeh in both track and cross country under John Craft 
'69, '74 while she earned her master's d~ree in physical education. 
Today, she struggles to fit training between trips for her job as a 
research consultant for the cardiac and vascular group Medtronic. 
Rob Ulm '99 completed the Western States 100 and Heartland 100 
this past summer. In addition, he has run several timed distance 
events, where competitors see how far they can run in a prescribed 
time period that's set anywhere from eight to 24 hours. Ulm, now an 
assistant principal at Jefferson Elementary in Charleston, has run in 
23 marathons, including Boston; 10 ultramarathons; and six timed 
distance events. 
In mid-October, Ulm posted his best ultra time during the Heartland 
100, which courses through rolling hills in central Kansas, by 
clocking in at 23 hours, 11 minutes and 15 seconds - four hours 
better than his previous best in a 100-miler. "It was nice to finish in 
the dark," Ulm said. "It was hard running at night, but I was able to 
finish without seeing a second sunrise during the race. It was not 
a runner's high so much as personal satisfaction, knowing you've 
done something you never thought you could do." 
Like many runners, Ulm trains very early in the morning, usually 
starting at 4:15 a.m. "I hardly ever get to see daylight." Last summer, 
he trained with Edinger, who spent two months at Sarah Bush 
Lincoln Hospital as part of his cliloical training to become a 
physician assistant. 
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Shutter regularly faces harsh conditions, running through snow in 
Minnesota that's sometimes hip-deep - a task that feels even more 
grueling after having lived in Dallas for many years. As a student at 
EIU, she once ran through a blizzard. "After living in Texas for 10 
years, though," Shutter said, "you de-acclimate to the snow." 
Elwess, who lives 15 miles south of the Canadian border in Vermont, 
regularly runs through snow and frigid winds in the Green and 
Adirondack mountains near her home, sometimes when temperatures 
drop as low as minus-25. "I love being fit ," Elwess said. "In a world 
where we are so connected between cell phones and the Internet, I 
find it calming to go on a run and get a lot of thinking done." 
In some ways, these four grads are distance junkies - a widely 
circulated term embraced by most ultra runners. 
"I'm definitely addicted," Ulm says. "I ran a couple of loops at the 
Panther Trail after a PTA meeting last night around 8:30 and followed 
that up with 7 miles this morning at 5. I do not usually group them 
that close together, but I did not get the Monday morning run in 
before school." 
After 37 years, Shutter does not feel as hooked as she once was, but 
she still pushes herself to run as much as possible. "I am to the point 
where if I miss a couple days, I accept that," Shutter said. "It does 
bother me if I haven't run for a few days." 
These four have all hit the proverbial wall, a point where their bodies 
stopped responding to the constant training and racing. 
Ulm briefly passed out during an eight-hour timed distance race in 
Danville several years ago. He had hydrated in the 85-degree heat 
by drinking water at aid stations, but he had not ingested enough 
sodium or potassium. The loss of electrolytes sent him to his knees. 
Stubbornly, he walked to the next mile marker so he could finish on 
his own two feet. "I learned some lessons there, for sure," Ulm said. 
Now he regularly devours Pringles, Chips Ahoy cookies, beef and 
chicken taquitos, rolled-up pizza slices, and grilled cheeses during 
races - foods he'd never consider at any other times. "With ultras," 
Ulm said, "you need to have an iron stomach." 
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Shutter mentally shut down during a race in Pocatello, Idaho, her 
ninth marathon of the year. At Mile 13 of the race, she wondered: 
"What am I doing this for?" 
"I was really questioning myself at that point," Shutter said. "But I told 
myself that I had to go on and finish, and then I did what I had to do 
to go on. I just overdid." 
Sometimes the wall can be a grizzly bear or a 1,000-pound moose 
in Alaska's wilderness, something Elwess faced years ago during a 
race north of Anchorage. After coming around a curve at Mile 17, 
Elwess nearly ran right into a moose and her calf that were standing 
about 20 yards away. Her muscles needed some rest, so she paused, 
enjoying the scenic beauty, until the moose moved off the path. Later 
in the race, Elwess emerged from some narrow switchback trails that 
opened to an open path along a big hill. About 200 yards below, a 
grizzly stood in a stream. "If he just looks up," she thought, "he's got 
some easy pickings here." 
Even for someone who has scuba dived with sharks, seeing the 
grizzly was disconcerting, but not enough to dissuade her from taking 
on further adventures, such as the Hawaii lronman competition, the 
sport's premier event - a 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike ride, and 
26.2-mile run . Afterward, she said, she wouldn 't mind another diving 
expedition, this time with whale sharks. 
Shutter plans to reduce her runs to local races, like a Thanksgiving 
Turkey Trot 5K. Eventually, though, she might amp up by competing in 
some lronman events with her sister. "When you do a marathon every 
month, you just fall into a routine, and your body accepts it," Shutter 
said. "But when you get out, it gets that much harder to do it." 
Ulm, meanwhile, says he is planning a relaxed spring break in April, 
when he'll compete in a 150-mile race in Peoria. "Yeah, it's a warped 
concept, " he said, "but I like to keep things positive." 
ADVERSITY IS nothing new for Perry Edinger. 
At Mattoon Junior High, he regularly took lidocaine and steroid shots 
so he could compete. His feet have always been a mess. He had the 
feet of a 70-year-old even as a teen, his doctor told him. In one race, 
blood squished through his shoes when blisters burst, prompting his 
coach to yell, "Get your ass off the track." 
But Edinger continued to work hard, eventually taking 20th in the 
state cross country championships. At Eastern, Edinger recorded 
times that remain among the best in 
school history - second-best indoor 5K 
time in 14 minutes, 11 seconds; seventh-
best outdoor 5K (14:26.24); seventh-best 
outdoor 1 OK (30:09.3); and fourth-best 
3,000-meter steeplechase (9:01.49). He 
even defeated Craig Virgin, who eventually 
won two world cross championships and 
competed in three Olympics, in a 3-mile 
state indoor championship in 1984. That 
year, Edinger also qualified for the U.S. 
Olympic Trials in the 5,000 meters before 
an injury to his thigh prevented him 
from racing. 
In recent years, Edinger has faced other 
racing challenges. Surgeons fused 
the bones in his left foot, thanks to an 
accident in the college steeplechase. The 
orthopedic surgeon cautioned him to take 
it easy, that he probably would be unable 
to seriously race anymore. A few weeks 
after he recovered, he handed the surgeon 
a trophy he had earned for winning a local 
5K race. Said Edinger: "If you get it in your 
mind, no matter what condition you're in, 
you can finish what you start." 
Edinger also broke his wrist and a few 
ribs while training for the Grand Slam after 
slipping off a trail on a mountain before 
dawn. A friend patched him up at home. 
Two weeks later, he ran in a 50-mile race. 
It was the hardships off the course that 
hit Edinger hardest. His father died. Then, 
his brother. When his wife died, he nearly 
gave up, something he had never done in 
anything before in his life. 
As a medical researcher, he had been 
certain he could find a way to help 
Samantha defeat ovarian cancer, looking 
everywhere all the time for answers. She 
fought. He kept researching. A few years 
later in April 2007, she passed away. 
Unfairly, he blamed himself. 
"I felt I had failed to keep her alive," 
Edinger said. "She had put her trust in 
me to help her through the ordeal and 
she didn't make it, and I took it very 
personally. I simply jumped in my RV with 
my two dogs and wanted to rebuild my life 
where no one would ask me about it and 
I could try and get over the failure of not 
'saving my wife."' 
Edinger did not want to answer questions 
about his wife, so he ran even more 
in order to avoid people. Before Sam 
passed away, Edinger had planned to run 
the Western States 100. Eventually, he 
decided to take on the Grand Slam, which 
he eventually won, finishing the four races 
in 96 hours, 38 minutes and 12 seconds -
thanks to his gutsy effort midway through 
the Leadville race. 
The Slam earned him a rare berth in 
the Badwater Ultramarathon, a 135-mile 
race in torturous conditions through 
Death Valley, where temps can rise to 
120, concluding with a 4,660-foot ascent 
through the final 13 miles to the top of 
Mount Whitney, at 14,505 the tallest peak 
in the contiguous United States. Edinger 
finished in 29 hours, 19 minutes, 
4 seconds, despite stressed, swollen 
feet and another fight with food in the 
middle of the race. He lost 19 pounds and 
five toenails. 
That would be his last big racing 
challenge, Edinger said afterward. 
Since then, he has mostly helped fi:iend8"' 
pace ihrough marath&ns, worked on 
his medicat-studies, and directed Pat's 
Run, a 4.2-mile race in honor of his close 
friend Pat TillmaQ, an NFL safety who was 
killed while fighting as an Army Ranger irl 
Afghanistan. 
Edinger, now remarried, also spends time 
with his wife, Amy, and their 14-month-old 
son, appropriately named Miles - a runner 
for more than five months, Perry boasts. 
"I used running to build my confidence, 
reconnectect back to the atthcare 
profession and decided I *anted to make 
more of myself," Edinger said. "I ker, toe- .. 
much inside. ConsequentJi', it took a littl~ 





By Deana (Poole) Stroisch '00 
Touched by the funeral service of a Mattoon soldier killed 
in Iraq, Cameron Schilling '06 offered the family of SPC 
Charles L. Neeley a hand-sketched portrait of their son as 
a tribute. 
He wondered how many other soldiers in Illinois had been 
killed. At that time, in 2004, he found there were more than 
100 others. 
Then a political science major at Eastern Illinois University, 
Schilling decided to sketch portraits of every fallen soldier 
in Illinois. Classroom debates about the war, he said, 
were pivotal. 
"It just seemed like the one missing part of the whole 
debate in the media or in the classroom was that no one 
was really knowing who these people were," he said. "I 
think that experience at the funeral made me think that for 
each one of these numbers ... there's one of these funerals, 
there's one of these families, there's all this behind it." 
Since then, his simple tribute has grown into an exhibit of 
about 300 portraits that travels around the state. A portrait 
of EIU alumnus Jared Southworth '06, who was killed in 
Afghanistan in 2009, is among them. Called "Portrait of a 
Soldier," the exhibit has made roughly 80 stops since 
May 2006. 
But the project had a rough start. 
Once he decided to sketch all the soldiers, Schilling said he 
instantly hit roadblocks. He couldn't find pictures of some. 
For others, he didn't know how to reach the family. 
He posted on family memorial websites explaining what 
he was trying to do. He also sent an email to Operation 
Homefront, an organization that was led by then-Lt. Gov. 
Pat Quinn. The organization helped provide photographs 
and contact information. 
In early 2006, organizers of Operation Homefront asked 
Schilling to display his work for Memorial Day at the James 
R. Thompson Center in Chicago. 
It was the first stop of many. 
Schilling said it was Quinn's idea, not his, for the exhibit to 
travel the state. 
Annie Thompson, a spokeswoman for Quinn, said 
Schilling's portraits "provide families with a beautiful 
reminder of their fallen loved ones, and together are an 
extremely moving memorial to all of Illinois' fallen heroes." 
"Governor Quinn strongly believes that we must never 
forget the sacrifice made by those brave men and 
women, as well as their families," she said. "That is why 
Governor Quinn created the Portrait of a Soldier exhibit, 
so that mobile exhibits (there are now four) can be seen in 
communities throughout Illinois." 
Schilling said he used to travel with his artwork but doesn't 
anymore unless asked. 
Why? He quickly noticed that if he attended the exhibit, the 
story told by the media was about him as the artist. When 
he wasn't there, the story was about the families. 
"I think it's better that way," he said. "I think it's good to 
keep the focus on the families." 
Each 16-by-20 portrait takes a little more than three hours 
to create. He mattes and shrink wraps the portrait and 
includes a letter asking the next of kin to accept the gift as 
a tribute to their son or daughter. A copy goes into 
the exhibit. 
Schilling, 27, graduated from Eastern in December 2006, 
and remembers his time there fondly. There, he also took 
art classes that helped develop his natural artistic talent 
beyond doodling. 
"Whenever I think of Eastern, I think of Lou Hencken," he 
said. "I kind of feel like everybody had that Lou Hencken 
kind of mentality of 'just because I'm a teacher, professor, 
graduate assistant, I'm not better than you.' Everybody can 
learn from everybody else." 
After Schilling graduated, Quinn offered him a one-year 
paid internship in the lieutenant governor's office. He was 
eventually hired on full-time and now works as a legislative 




with a beautiful 
reminder of 
their fallen 




to all of Illinois' 
fallen heroes." 
- Annie Thompson, 
spokeswoman for 
Governor Quinn 
Is there an end to this project? Schilling can't imagine one. 
"I don't think I would ever like to get a phone call from 
a family after I decided to stop and they say, 'Well, what 
about me? You did this for all these families, why not me?' 
I wouldn't have a good answer for that. ... Hopefully, wars 
will come to an end." 
Sketches, 
from far left to right: 
Charles Neeley 
Jared Southworth '06 
Nicholas Turcotte 
Albert Ware 
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As Kiley Russell '98 sat in the audience at the 2004 season 
premiere of "Oprah," she had no idea she was about to 
be a part of the show's most famous giveaway - or that it 
would change her life. 
"YOU get a car! YOU get a car! YOU get a car!" Oprah 
exclaimed as the audience went wild. "Everybody gets 
a car!!!" 
As most shouted in excitement at the thought of getting 
behind the wheel of a new Pontiac G6, Russell had visions 
of shifting gears - not in her new car, but in her career. 
Although she enjoyed her job as a school administrator in 
Oak Park, she had recently been diagnosed with lupus, 
a condition that would require a change of pace in her 
daily routine. "I was looking at ways to live my life a little 
differently," Russell said. 
She had been toying with the idea of starting her own 
cosmetics company, but had never given it serious 
consideration. But then she won a car. 
"I decided that if something that big could happen to me, 
that was a sign," Russell said. "Sometimes God whispers 
to you. For me, it had to be a slap in the face: 'Here's a car, 
you idiot."' 
She had previously operated some businesses on the side, 
include selling real estate and running a medicar service. 
But it was the sideline business of making body butters 
and soaps, usually for gift baskets for showers, that she 
enjoyed most. 
"I always enjoyed skin care and beauty things," she said. 
"I've always had an entrepreneurial spirit." 
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So, convinced it was meant to be, she sold the car and 
used the proceeds as seed money to start Big 
Girl Cosmetics. 
The inspiration to create skin-care products came from her 
grandmother, who used to make homemade concoctions 
for Russell's sensitive skin. Russell kept the family 
connection by getting her business off the ground with the 
help of her husband and relatives. 
The company, which started out with those body butters 
and soaps she used to sell from her home, now offers 
167 products -- and counting. The company employs 
11 people, including some EIU students who have been 
hired as part-time summer help. Its flagship store, Big Girl 
Makeup Bar & Spa, is located in Chicago's Hyde Park. 
Customers can also purchase products online at 
www.biggirlcosmetics.com. 
Big Girl Cosmetics will be found in Macy's midwest stores 
starting this spring, and other Macy's territories will follow. 
Deals with other major retailers are also in the wings. 
"I like setting my goals and achieving them and watching 
them grow," Russell said. "Ultimately, I'd like for Big Girl to 
be a regular household name." 
This past October, Russell's story was included in a 
segment of Oprah's Lifeclass on the Oprah Winfrey Network 
and online. Russell was able to talk to Oprah about the 
moment that changed the course of her life. 
"She was excited and surprised, of course, that someone 





Ultimately, though, it was 
not the car or even great 
skin-care products that led 
to Russell's success -
it was her own positive 
attitude and her relentless 
work ethic. 
And it was at Eastern Illinois 
University, she said, that she 
learned how to effectively 
juggle a busy schedule. 
Mona Davenport, adviser to 
Russell's Delta Sigma Theta 
sorority, gave planners to 
each member and required 
them to plan out every minute of the day. 
That guidance was invaluable to Russell, who immersed 
herself in her studies and in extracurricular activities, 
including student government (she was a student senator, as 
well as the first African-American to run for vice president of 
academic affairs), Black Student Union, National Panhellenic 
Council, Minority Teachers Association and Reading Council. 
And those are only the highlights. 
She went on to earn her master's degree in educational 
administration from Chicago State University, and she's a 
dissertation away from earning her doctorate in education 
from Louis University. 
The juggling act continues these days as she balances the 
responsibilities of serving as CEO of Big Girl Cosmetics with 
being a wife and mother. She and her husband, Terence, 
have two sons, Chase, 6, and Ellis, 3. 
"It's hard sometimes, but my kids understand and give me 
my space to do what I need to do," she said, adding that 
being her own boss allows her to take time off to spend with 
the boys or to take them to work when needed. 
She enjoys motivating others to have the courage to pursue 
their dreams, and she makes sure they know they don't 
need to win a car to do it. 
"If you don't like something, change it," Russell said. "It's not 
easy - it's not easy by any means. There is a lot of planning 
and saving involved. But throw a little more caution to the 
wind. If you fail, you can always try again. 
"Think big. No dream is too big or too small," Russell said. 
"Live big - not 'live big' with a big house and a big car, but 
live what makes you happy." 
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after Iraq, football practices are easy 
By Brian Nielsen '80 
Rising for that morning practice after a previous day's afternoon 
practice during the preseason, Jeremy Rykard heard Eastern 
Illinois football teammates grumble. 
"They say 'Oh, we have practice in full pads again," Rykard said. 
"At their age, I probably would have said the same thing. Now 
that I've been through worse things, you don 't worry about it." 
Yeah, taking some bruises and sore muscles onto the practice 
field to endure more tackles, the wide receiver Rykard was pretty 
sure he was not going to be shot that day. 
Or have an enemy rocket hit the wall of a building he was in. 
At age 28, this Marine Corps veteran is about as far from your 
typical college football player as you can get. 
"'Old man,' 'Pops' - I've heard it all, " said a smiling Rykard, who 
is older than three of Eastern's assistant coaches. 
Most other players on Eastern's current team were not even 
teenagers yet when terrorists attacked the United States on 
Sept. 11 , 2001. 
Rykard was a freshman at Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale, where classes were canceled that day and he 
saw recruiters signing up men to join the military in wake of the 
attacks. 
"I thought 'man, you should be proud of yourself for what you're 
doing, '" he said. 
Soon, he joined them. 
In all honesty, he wasn't leaving behind a good situation. 
Calling himself just an average football player for O'Fallon High 
School, he went to Southern Illinois just for school. Or maybe 
not even that. 
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"Grade-wise, it was no good,'' Rykard said. "Lack of 
responsibility. Now that I'm older it's easy to balance pleasure 
with work." 
That's especially true after four stints in Iraq as a U.S. Marine. 
"After being over there, you get a new perspective on life,'' 
Rykard said. "Being put in a position when I was defending 
other people's freedom is a humbling experience." 
Rykard quickly learned that unlike often times in the U.S. when 
you hear a siren, in Iraq it was not just some drill. 
"You never knew where that rocket was going to land," he said. 
"It could land 10 feet from you. You feared for your life. 
"One time there was an incoming siren, we got everyone in the 
building and a rocket hit the building. Luckily, we had been there 
a while so we had a building. If it had been a tent, we probably 
all would have died." 
Shooting practice was not just an exercise, either. 
"One day you're going to be shooting a rifle and it's not going 
to be at a target," Rykard said. "That's the big thing when I was 
going to Iraq: They said, 'Those targets shoot back.' " 
So did they? 
"A couple of times,'' he said. "I really don 't like talking about it. 
But I signed the contract knowing that could happen." 
While this veteran is probably sparing you some of the most 
gruesome stories, the big picture he paints is not that bad. 
"The experience was all good," he said. "Everything is not all 
blood and guts. I did a lot of things most people my age have 
never done. I tell everybody the decision to go to the military 
is a good one. You have good times and bad times. Just like 
football, every game is not going to be good." 
"\ 
I 
Football is what coaxed Rykard out of the military. 
This self-proclaimed average high school player who seldom 
watched the game on television as a kid, started watching, 
learning and playing for his Marine unit's football team, 
obviously part of the fun. 
When based in California, he progressed to the point to where he 
impressed San Jacinto Junior College coaches, who provided the 
chance to play there. Rykard took it, deciding he did not want to 
go through life wondering if he could have played college football. 
"There's a lot of people who have a goal to do it and never do," 
he said. "A lot of people told me, "You 'll never play, you 're too 
small, you're too old.' I sacrificed a real good salary in the Marine 
Corps to play, but you grow up watching Northwestern, and now 
we're playing there." 
With tuition paid by the military, Rykard was a bargain for Eastern 
even before he worked his way up from No. 3 receiver in the spring 
-.-
to a starter who caught the first pass of the game in the Panthers' 
season opener against Illinois State. 
"Never would have I thought I'd be starting the first game," the 
5-foot-10, 166-pound junior said. "They told me I would be playing 
special teams. " 
Eastern coaches are more than happy to have Rykard among 
their ranks. 
"He wanted to walk on, and what do you have to lose with a guy 
who can show that maturity?" wide receivers coach and recruiting 
coordinator Mike Lynch said. "It's been tremendous. There's no 
question. We're going through two-a-days. They think they're 
tough. After what he's seen in his life, this is fun for him." 
EIU offensive coordinator Roy Wittke said: "That's what's been 
great for our guys. They've been exposed to a young man that has 
done things no one else in our organization has done. He's done a 
good job of being a leader and communicating to our kids. " 
Copyright 2011 JG/T-C. Used with permission. 
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Homecoming usually brings endearing stories about alumni and future alumni 
at Eastern - from rich family history, to new family beginnings. 
This year was no different. 
{ left to right: Erin O'Leary, Ruth Reasor, Joe Davis and Peg (Reasor) Davis } 
Erin O'Leary always knew she wanted to attend Eastern. She 
comes from a long line of EIU alumni. Her great-grandmother 
Ruth Reasor ex '32 attended EIU, as did her great-grandfather 
Walt Reasor ex '38, her grandmother Peg (Reasor) Davis '70, and 
her grandmother's siblings and cousins. 
But it was her grandfather, Joe Davis '69, who had the greatest 
influence on her desire to become an EIU Panther. 
"I'm like a reincarnation of my grandfather," says Erin . And he was 
the one she most wanted to impress when she was accepted to 
EIU. 
In fact, Erin decided to make her acceptance to Eastern a 
Christmas present to Joe. So, before she had been accepted, 
she tracked down an EIU cheerleading uniform (she already knew 
EIU's cheerleading coach Brian Allen) and had several pictures of 
herself taken in the uniform. She put those together with pictures 
of Joe from his days at EIU in a frame and wrapped it up. The 
picture frame was ready before she ever received her acceptance 
letter. Three days before Christmas, the letter arrived. 
Joe, who holds Eastern 's record for most yards rushed by a 
quarterback (1968), was moved to tears. 
"Talk about a man who never breaks down," Erin said, smiling at 
him. "He broke down right then and there. " 
"I had always hoped she would attend Eastern," said Joe. "It's 
funny. Everyone knew before Peg and I did. We actually had 
dinner with one of my former teammates, a few weeks before 
Christmas, and she told him!" 
And Eastern was the only school Erin applied to. Now, with half 
a semester behind her and a spot on the EIU Cheer Team, Erin 
knows it was the right decision. 
"Eastern is family," she said. "It's family all the way for me, so it's 
really, really cool. It's home. " 
we are 
e1u 
Tim Lazzara '09 had been planning on proposing to Natalee Grace Bronge '08 for 
quite a while, but wanted to wait until being back at Eastern before popping the 
question. 
So, this past Homecoming, Tim popped the question - in front of Old Main, just 
before the parade. 
"I had no idea he was going to do it," Natalie said . 
"We met down here, so I knew I wanted to do it here, " Tim said. "I thought the 
easiest way to get here without suspicion was to do it during Homecoming." 
Tim's parents, Carol and Ron , said they left at 4 a.m. on Saturday to make the trip 
down to see the engagement. 
"We're very happy for them," Carol said. "We;,re glad he finally did it." 
(excerpted from a story by Sara Hall, The Daily Eastern News) 
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Jake Byrne '07, '09 
Long Island City, N.Y. 
Outstanding Young Alumnus 
Byrne completed an internship at the 
Merrill Lynch Global Headquarters 
in New York City after earning his 
undergraduate degree and was offered 
a full-time position with the firm upon 
completion of his MBA. After beginning 
as a convertible bonds sales-trader, he has moved up the ranks 
quickly and has been promoted to associate in the firm with 
responsibilities as a convertible bonds trader. In this position , 
he is solely responsible for more than 50 names on a daily 
basis while managing the daily profit and loss for their desk and 
the macro hedges on the proprietary books. He periodically 
assumes duties for more than 300 convertible bonds while his 
supervisors are off the trading desk, and last year they were 
ranked first on Wall Street for convertible bond trading. 
Tim '71, '72 and 
Vickie Burke '72, '75 
Evanston 
Louis V. Hencken Alumni 
Service Award 
While both Tim and Vickie Burke serve 
as members of the university's current 
capital campaign external steering 
committee, their involvement has 
continued to grow in the years since graduating from EIU. Tim 
Burke, chief financial officer at William Blair & Co., a global 
investment firm which manages more than $54 billion in assets, 
currently serves on the accounting advisory board and as 
secretary of the EIU Foundation , while Vickie Burke is also 
a member of the Foundation and a very active volunteer in 
their community. Longtime contributors to Eastern, they have 
generously donated more than $180,000 in the last four years 
to create the Louis V. Hencken Housing Service Scholarship. 
Craig Lindvahl '79 
Effingham 
Distinguished Educator 
Although his background is in music 
education, Lindvahl's diverse career in 
education has seen him collaborate with 
his students in multimedia classes to 
produce award-winning short films on 
a variety of subject matter. His students 
have been invited to prestigious film festivals such as the 
Telluride Film Festival in Colorado and assisted in the planning 
of a very successful film festival in Effingham. As a filmmaker, 
he has received 12 Mid-America Emmy awards. As the teacher 
for the Effingham County CEO (Creating Entrepreneurial 
Opportunities) class, Lindvahl has been lauded by parents 
and community leaders for his work with students, and he is 
active in expanding the class to other parts of the country. He 
has also received the Milken National Educator Award and the 
Studs Terkel Award for contributions to the humanities. 
Larry Closson '7 4 
Springfield 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Closson spent a rewarding career 
with the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, serving in the position of 
Chief of Conservation Law Enforcement 
longer than anyone in Illinois history. 
During his career, he served as 
president of the National Association of Conservation Law 
Enforcement Chiefs, the Association of Midwest Fish and 
Game Law Enforcement Officers, and the Midwest Boating 
Law Administrators Association, as well as on the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Law Enforcement 
Committee. A graduate of the FBI National Academy and 
life member of the Illinois Chiefs of Police Association, the 
decorated U.S. Army Airborne Ranger served 20 years in the 
Illinois National Guard after returning home from the Vietnam 
War before retiring as a sergeant major. The Illinois Times 
newspaper recognized him in 1991 with the Best of Springfield: 
Best Neighbor Award. In 1986, he received EIU's Department 
of Recreation Administration Distinguished Alumni Award, and 
earlier this year, he was honored as a recipient of the College of 
Education and Professional Studies' 2011 Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 
Will Keiper '72 
Paradise Valley, Ariz. 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Keiper is the founder and chairman 
of FirstGlobal Partners, working with 
boards, investors and individuals in 
situations where his brand of leadership 
for rapid, disruptive change is required. 
He has served on the boards of directors 
of six U.S. public companies, as well as private companies in 
the U.S. and internationally, and previously held positions as 
chairman and CEO of HypercQ{TI Corp.; chairman and CEO of 
Artisoft; and president and COO of MicroAge (all U.S. public 
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companies). On behalf of FirstGlobal, he currently serves as 
president of Communication Intelligence Corp. , a leader in 
electronic signature technology, while his new book, "Life 
Expectancy: Self-Reliance for the Rest of Your Life," will be 
available through Amazon this fall. In addition to his bachelor's 
degree in business from Eastern, he earned a master's from 
the Thunderbird School of Global Management and a law 
degree from Arizona State University. He has also served as 
chairman of the Arizona Technology Association and was 
nominated for the Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year 
award. Keiper was a nationally ranked track and field athlete 
while he attended Eastern on an athletic scholarship. 
Gregg Kirkland '83 
Edwardsville 
Distinguished Alumnus 
As chief executive officer of the 
Alton-based Simmons Law Firm, 
Kirkland manages a staff of 200 
while overseeing the firm's daily 
operations. He works closely with 
the managing partner and assisted 
the firm in expanding from eight attorneys in one location 
to more than 50 with additional offices in St. Louis, Chicago 
and Los Angeles. He began his career as an accountant at 
Farmers and Merchants Bank in Carlinville before assuming 
responsibility as its chief financial officer, and also served as 
chief financial officer for various Bank One and Chase Bank 
affiliates throughout the country. Prior to joining the Simmons 
Firm, he served as chief operating officer for Partners Bank, 
an initial start-up bank. He currently serves as secretary of the 
Simmons Mesothelioma Foundation and is active in several 
other local charitable organizations. 
Keith Kohanzo '69, '71 
Charleston 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Recognized for his outstanding service 
to numerous youth organizations, 
Kohanzo has been active with the 
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Royal 
Canadian Sea Cadets, Boy Scouts 
of America, Big Brothers Big Sisters 
and the Marine Navigation and Training Association for many 
years. Serving as a lieutenant commander while continuing to 
teach seagoing skills, patriotism and self-reliance, he is the 
NSCC's longest-serving member {having served since 1961) 
and earlier this summer became only the seventh person 
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inducted into the Corps' hall of fame. He is also currently the 
chairman of the local Boy Scout troop, and his dedication over 
the years has earned him the Silver Beaver Award, the highest 
honor bestowed by the local council. His service to the BBBS 
organization led to his being named a local Volunteer of the 
Year and featured in a video distributed by the Utah branch 
of the organization along with an individual who, as a 10-year 
old following his parents' divorce, was mentored by Kohanzo. 
Now retired after a 34-year career at Eastern, Kohanzo and his 
father have endowed a scholarship to provide opportunities for 
future generations of Eastern students. 
Ron Woods '86 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Woods is a well-respected pediatric cardiothoracic surgeon 
who earlier this year accepted an appointment at Children 's 
Hospital of Wisconsin Herma Heart Center and The Medical 
College of Wisconsin after previously 
having served as division chief of 
pediatric cardiothoracic surgery at 
Mary Bridge Children 's Hospital in 
Tacoma, Wash. A graduate of the 
University of Illinois Medical College 
who completed his residency at the 
University of Washington, he has 
received numerous personal accolades 
while recently working at two of 
the nation's top children 's hospitals. Last year, he and his 
two partners performed more than 700 surgeries, including 
microsurgeries and heart transplants, and he continues to 
share the knowledge he has gained by teaching medical 
students and residents. A renowned researcher who has had 
a number of scholarly papers published, he also believes in 
using his time and talents to help others. In addition to his 
efforts assisting in the United States, he spent two months in 
2004 as a volunteer physician in South Africa, and from 2007 
to 2010, he helped develop a pediatric cardiac unit in a 1,000-
bed children's hospital in Vietnam. 
2011 Cheer Team Reunion 
An EIU cheer team reunion held as part of this year's 
homecoming activities brought close to 100 alumni back to 
campus. The Alumni Association hosted a reception to welcome 
them back to campus, and they were also given the opportunity 
to cheer alongside current team members in the parade and 
during the football game. Graduates from as early as the 1950s 
returned to show their school spirit. 
Delta Sigma Theta sorority celebrates 
40 years on campus 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Theta Zeta Chapter, held its 
40th Anniversary Celebration on campus the weekend of Sept. 
16-18. The theme for the weekend was "Celebrating our Past... 
Strengthening our Legacy," and nearly 50 current and alumnae 
members were in attendance - including three of the sorority's 
nine living charter members: Linda Scott Battles, Gloria Peterson 









As a high school student, Raisia Williams was nervous about choosing the right university. 
"I knew that I didn't want to go to a big school and that I wanted to go somewhere where 
I felt comfortable," she said. 
So when she first walked onto to Eastern Illinois University's campus, she knew she was 
home. 
"Everyone at Debut Day was nice, and I loved the small class sizes, Smartroom 
capabilities, and diversity that EIU provided," she said. "Eastern was the school for me -
I just knew it." 
Williams is now a senior nursing major who has been employed with the EIU Annual Fund 
for the last two years. The EIU Annual Fund contacts alumni, parents, graduating seniors 
and friends of the university to update contact information, share exciting news around 
campus, and to ask for a gift to further the mission of the university. 
front row (from left to right): Elliott Fitzgerald, Jalisa Israel, Tina Mei, Jenna Stevenson and Nora Gaughan; 
middle row (from left to right): Raisia Williams, Jasmine Goodrich, Morgan Cureton, Jennifer Kelly and Caitie 
Sneed; back row (from left to right): Jerine Murphy, Sevada Stewart, Tory Jackson, Chris Maglaris, Sean Furlong, 
Joe Crouch and Rick Bagsby 
She was promoted from one of the top callers to supervisor last spring, but still calls one 
day a week because she "loves talking to the alumni." Her favorite part about calling is 
hearing what EIU was like before she attended. 
"A lot of people will ask questions about buildings or want to know if Marty's is still here," 
she said. "It is encouraging to hear stories and to know that Eastern was great for so 
many people." 
Williams' favorite call was to an inspiring woman who was returning to campus for the 
Pemberton Hall reunion. She shared with Williams that she didn't think she would be 
able to attend college, but ended up graduating and going on to work as a teacher and a 
principal because of the support that EIU had given her. 
By answering the call from the EIU Annual Fund, you can speak with students like 
Williams. You can exchange stories and experiences and be brought up to speed on the 
latest happenings around campus. 
"We just want to know their stories,'' Williams said. "They are Eastern's history, and we are 
Eastern 's present. 
"EIU is such a big part of my life, and I know that it is a big part of their lives as well. EIU 
has given us the building blocks to succeed. Please support us and future EIU students 
with a gift to the university." 'l 
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faculty/staff giving increases 75°/o 
during 'El&U' fundraising campaign 
Eastern Illinois University's "El&U: The Campaign for Eastern" 
fundraising effort has been successful due to an influx of 
support from many people, including the university's own 
faculty and staff. 
The percentage of employees who donated to EIU in the past 
fiscal year increased 75 percent from the previous year, and 
17 departments and offices had 100 percent participation, 
said Michelle Payne, director of EIU's Annual Fund. 
Donations were received from 35 percent of EIU's work force, 
up from 20 percent the previous year. 
"Our goal in getting the faculty and staff more involved in 
the campaign was not focused on dollar amounts, but rather 
Roger Beck, Professor of History 
on simply increasing participation," said Bob Martin, vice 
president for university advancement. 
"Our faculty and staff go above and beyond every day, and 
it's wonderful to see so many go a step further by investing 
their own hard-earned funds in the future of Eastern Illinois 
University." 
Seventeen offices and departments had 100 percent 
employee participation, and an additional 13 departments 
had more than 70 percent participation. There were also 122 
first-time donors. 





in EIU's history, 
has secured 93.4 
percent, or $46. 7 
million, of its $50 
million goal. 







"El&U: The Campaign for Eastern" focuses on four priorities: 
•students (funding scholarships); 
•faculty and staff (attracting and retaining world-class faculty, as well as supporting 
research, creative projects and service activities); 
•capital improvements (including building a new science center, courtyard spaces and a 
Lantz Arena gateway); and 
•programs (including developing centers that would focus on specific subjects, with 
possibilities such as autism, entrepreneurship and innovation, ethics, financial health, 
geographic information systems and remote sensing, humanities, student community 
service and wellness). 
For more information on "El&U: The Campaign for Eas4ern," please see www.iameiu.com 
or call 217-581-3313. 
Outstanding philanthropists pave 
the way to Eastern's future 
Since its inception in 1953, the Eastern Illinois University 
Foundation has been dependent upon the generosity of its 
members and volunteers to fulfill its mission of support to the 
university. 
And, since 1993, the foundation has formally recognized and 
honored its volunteers and donors. In 1997, these awards 
were renamed the Burnham and Nancy Neal Philanthropy 
Awards in appreciation of the Neals' leadership, support and 
dedication to Eastern and the foundation . 
These awards are given to individuals and organizations who 
have demonstrated a sincere dedication and commitment 
to the financial, academic and cultural well-being of EIU. 
The critical support and sustaining financial commitments 
provided by these distinguished philanthropists are essential 
to the future of the university and the students it serves. 
This year, the EIU Foundation is pleased to recognize the 
following Outstanding Philanthropists: 
Florence Coles Ballenger Estate. Florence Coles Ballenger, 
an alumna of Eastern Illinois State Teachers College 
with a two-year diploma in 1925, went on to become a 
distinguished educator in Chicago and Florida schools. She 
retired in 1976 at the age of 70 after a dedicated career in 
teaching. She and her husband, William, never had children. 
Of the $1.2 million given to EIU from her portion of their 
estate, $250,000 was used to name the Coles Ballenger 
Teachers Center in Booth Library. The remaining $1 million of 
her estate gift is being used to support faculty development 
activities linked to improvement of teaching and learning. 
Louise E. Boewe of Easton, Pa., has a planned gift that will 
establish the John and Louise Boewe Scholarship for Eastern 
students who are graduates of Edwards County High School. 
Boewe attended Eastern for two years in 1953 and 1954. 
She later graduated from the University of Illinois with a 
degree in elementary education, and worked as an executive 
assistant at Arthur Anderson. 
· Garry E. and Janet E. Ernst of Charleston, Ill., have planned 
an estate gift for the support and enhancement of the 
Department of Communication Disorders and Sciences and 
for the Dr. Garry E. Ernst and Janet E. Ernst Endowment, 
providing scholarships for either first-generation college 
students or for students who plan to pursue a career as 
school speech-language-hearing pathologists. The Ernsts 
met while at Eastern and both graduated in 1963 - Garry 
with a degree in chemistry and Jan with her degree in CDS. 
Garry went on to graduate from the University of Illinois 
School of Veterinary Medicine and spent most of his career 
as sole proprietor of a veterinary practice in Panama City, Fla. 
Jan went on to graduate with a master's degree in speech 
pathology and spent her career as a teacher. The Ernsts 
speak about how EIU was the "foundation" for their success 
in both their careers and in life. 
Herbert and Lynette Jane Lasky of Ashmore, Ill. , have 
established a fund to enhance the Honors Program and have 
funded several endowments, two competitive writing awards 
for students in the History Department, and a competitive 
writing award for students in biological sciences. They 
have established a planned gift for the President's Research 
Fund, to foster, stimulate and strengthen undergraduate 
research activities conducted by faculty members, with a 
primary goal of enhancing the likelihood that their research 
will be competitive for external funding. In addition, the 
Laskys continue to support the fine arts, recently gifting a 
harpsichord to the Music Department. They established the 
Lasky Seminar in Early History, and are pursuing an initiative 
for campus beautification and the Renewable Energy Center. 
Herb is dean emeritus of the Honors College and professor 
emeritus of history, while Jane is professor emeritus, Office of 
the Dean, College of Arts and Humanities. 
Carol Richardson of Scottsdale, Ariz., has established 
a planned gift which will leave an unrestricted gift to be 
used for the university's greatest needs as determined by 
the president of the university. Carol Mocella Richardson 
graduated from Eastern in 1973 with a bachelor's degree 
in education; she is one of five Mocella family members to 
graduate from EIU. Richardson is also active in EIU activities 
in the Phoenix/Scottsdale region. 
Barbara Roberts of Lakewood, Calif. , has established 
a planned gift for a scholarship for children from farm 
families who have financial need and who graduated from 
high schools in Coles, Douglas, Edgar, Clark, Cumberland, 
Shelby or Moultrie counties. Roberts is a 1949 art education 
graduate and a retired counselor with the Long Beach 
school system. She is a lifetime member of the EIU Alumni 
Association. 
One donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, also received 
an Outstanding Philanthropist award for her planned gift 
that will establish an endowment in memory of her late 
husband for students majoring in business. After receiving 
his bachelor's and master's degrees from EIU, he worked 35 
years for the IRS and as a service manager for a nationally 
known asset management and financial planning firm. He 
was a member of the EIU Foundation and served two terms 
as president of the Alumni Association board. 
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· 1960s 
Marcia Moulden '65, '67 has retired as rhe 
administrator at Everly House in Macomb. 
After beginning her career as an educator, she 
spent the remainder working in nursing home 
administration. 
Carol Camilotto '68 retired earlier this year 
after 25 years of teaching business and vocational 
education classes at Lafayette (Ind.) High School. 
1970s 
Suzanne Roy '72 has been hired as the assistant 
superintendent of educational services and 
personnel for the Belmont-Redwood Shores 
school district in California. The long-rime school 
administrator is also a member of the national 
advisory board with The Principals' Center at 
Harvard. 
Eric Doyle '73, '93 assumed 
a new position this fall as 
principal at Manassas Park 
(Va.) High School. A 21-year 
veteran of the U.S. Marine 
Corps, he was formerly 
the assistant principal at 
Kerrie Run High School in 
Nokesville. 
Sara Lopinski '73 has joined the staff at rhe SIU 
School of Medicine as a registered dietician in 
the endocrinology department. She was named 
Outstanding Dietician of the Year by the Illinois 
Dietetic Association in 2006. 
Robert Weber '73 retired earlier this year from 
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh after 40 years 
of teaching, coaching and administrative work. 
H~ and his wife have moved ro a home in Bemidji, 
Mmn. 
Sharon Lamar '74, an illustrator and educator, 
released a book tided "Mountain Wildflowers for 
Young Explorers." She and her husband reside in 
the Swan Valley in Montana. 
1980s 
Bruce Scism '80, '84 has been appointed interim 
president of Volunteer Scare Community College. 
He has been the vice president for academic affairs 
at the Gallatin, Tenn., institution since 2008. 
Laura Worrall '82 is the director of continuing 
medical education at the Southern Illinois 
University School of Medicine in Springfield. She 
originally joined the staff in 1999. 
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Gary Lawrence '82 has been awarded 
first prize for his drawing "Homage to 
Anonymous" in the Jerwood Drawing 
Prize 2011, the largest and longest-
running annual open exhibition in the 
United Kingdom, by the Jerwood Visual 
Arts and Drawing Project. He resides in 
Essex, England. 
Robert Ervin '83 is rhe area manager for Aqua 
Illinois in Danville after previously working at First 
Financial Bank/First National Bank of Danville. 
Michael Dominick '84 has been promoted ro 
sales director at Des Plaines Office Equipment, 
where he will oversee sales efforts and three offices 
and manage 21 sales representatives. He resides in 
Bartlett with his wife and rhei r two children. 
Gail Lawrence '84 has been 
appointed president of Texas 
State Technical College West 
Texas. She has a background 
in the healthcare industry and 
also served the institution as 
director human resources, 
chief of staff and executive vice 
president. 
Joseph Cassidy '85, formerly 
the dean of student life at 
the University of Dallas, has 
joined Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute as director of rhe 
Rensselaer Union. 
Rod Grimsley '86, '94, '09 is the superintendent 
and principal at Gifford Grade School after 
previously serving as principal at Vandalia Junior 
High School. 
Wanda Watson '87 has been promoted ro special 
events coordinator for Turning Stone Resort Casino 
in Verona, N .Y. 
John Castle '88 has been promoted ro executive 
vice president, chief operating officer and chief 
financial officer for Aventine Renewable Energy 
Holdings. He has also served in financial leadership 
positions for White Energy, Rohn Industries and 
Telxon. 
1990s 
Brad ~inkelaar '90 joined PIMCO, a leading 
global mvesrment management firm, as executive 
vice president and global equity portfolio manager. 
He had been a managing director and portfolio 
director with Thornburg Investment Management, 
where he oversaw $50 billion of assets under 
management. 
Rod Hanley '91, '93 has been named provost and 
vice president at Lakehead University, which has 
campuses in Thunder Bay and Orillia, Ontario. 
He previously served as dean of science at rhe 
University of Winnipeg and is also a founding 
partner and board member of Prairie Isotope 
Production Enterprise. 
Karen O'Rourke '91, associate vice president for 
development at Indiana Stare University, has been 
named to the board of directors of CASE District 
V, which covers six states. CASE serves education 
professionals in the fields of alumni relations, 
communications, marketing and fundraising. 
Kenneth Kuykendall '92 is a tax partner with 
PriceWarerhouseCoopers LLP in Chicago, where 
he leads the firm's tax accounting services practice 
for the U.S. He has an MBA from DePaul and a 
law degree from John Marshall Law School. 
Boyd Bradshaw '93, '95 recently was named vice 
president of enrollment management at Logan 
College of Chiropractic/University Programs. 
He has held similar vice presidential positions at 
Valparaiso University and Sr. Louis University and 
also served as assistant provost at the University of 
Louisville and assistant vice chancellor at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville. 
Simon B. Rowe '93 was 
appointed director of 
the Brubeck Institute at 
University of the Pacific. 
An established jazz pianist, 
he had been an associate 
professor of music at 
Minnesota State University 
Moorhead, where he led rhe 
music industry program. 
Cynthia Yelich '93 is the special events and 
social media coordinator for the Des Plaines Park 
District. 
Scott Tingley '94 has been named principal at 
Lincoln-Way East High School. He had most 
recently served the district as its personnel director 
after working at the school as a teacher, coach and 
administrator since 1994. 
Amy Boeka '95 has been promoted to vice 
president, sales, for Clear Channel Radio Sales 
after serving as a senior account representative in 
Chicago. She began her career at Interep with ABC 
Radio Sales and worked in both their New York 
and Chicago offices. 
Tracy Carlson '96 is principal at Coal City 
Intermediate School. She previously worked in the 
Milne-Kelvin Grove district in Lockport. 
Sarah Probst Miller '97 was selected by Pfizer 
Animal Health as one of the winners of the "10 
Under 40" swine veterinarian award program 
recognizing those making significant contributions 
to swine health. She owns AgCreate Solutions in 
Monticello. 
Carrie Lane '99 has joined the University of 
Nebraska's track and field staff, where she will 
coach throwers. She was formerly the associate head 
coach at the University of Virginia. 
2000s 
Matt Webb '00 is the vice president, business 
banking, at Peoples Bank & Trust in Charleston, 
where he resides with his wife, Krissy '02, and three 
children. He was formerly associated with Bank of 
Evansville as a senior executive. 
Devin Rensing '01 is the associate head coach 
for the men's soccer team at Stevens Institute of 
Technology after serving as an assistant coach at 
Harvard and Colgate previously in his career. 
Robert Wachtel '01 is an assistant professor of 
mathematics at Southwestern Illinois College. He 
formerly taught at high schools in Gibault and 
Freeburg. 
Christa Christensen '02 has joined the staff of 
the Dickson Mounds Museum as its curator of 
education. 
P.J. DeLuca '02 is the video 
coach for the NHL's Florida 
Panthers after holding a 
similar position with the 
Minnesota Wild. 
Ryan Pine '02 recently received two awards 
from the University of Kansas Department of 
Ophthalmology. He was appointed chief resident 
for 2011-2012 and received the 2011 Alan Riley 
Resident of the Year award. 
Kurt Johns '03 has returned to Lyons Township, 
his alma mater, as girls swimming coach. He had 
been coach the boys coach at Naperville North. 
Craig Smith '04 has joined the marketing staff of · 
the Du Quoin Evening Call. 
C.J. Weber '04, '05, formerly an assistant men's 
tennis coach at the University of Miami, has been 
named head coach at Florida Gulf Coast University. 
Rachel Smith '06, '07, head swimming coach 
at Hannibal High School, was honored as the 
Missouri Swimming Coach of the Year. Her teams 
have placed at the state level each of the last four 
years. 
Jessica Bradford '09 is the assistant principal 
at East Park Elementary after working for eight 
years as a dean and special education teacher at the 
READY Program in Champaign. 
2010s 
Stephen Di Benedetto '10 joined the staff of The 
Register-Mail in Galesburg as city/county reporter. 
He interned with the Chicago Sun-Times and the 
Scripps Howard Washington, D.C., wire service. 
Blake Durbin '10 is the credit officer at Prairie 
National Bank in Stewardson after recently 
working as assistant commercial manager at Archer 
Daniels Midland. 
Beth Vincent '10 is the assistant principal and 
athletic director at Taylorville Junior High School 
after teaching there for 18 years. 
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marriages 
Shannon Duzan '87 & '89 and Jeffery Moon, 
June 11 , 2011 
Travis McDade '94 & '98 and Ashley Micek, 
July 16, 2011 
Stacie Williams '00 and Christopher Flynn, 
May2011 
Jay Ankenbrand '00 and Catrina Hopping, 
June 18, 20 11 
Travis Hastings '01 and Elizabeth Warren '03, 
December 4, 2010 
Kendall Stacey '01 & '05 and Macshall Moore, 
August 13, 20 11 
Kristina Chasteen '01 and Will Lebo, 
October 8, 20 11 
Bryan Maxwell '02 and Katherine Baccoli, 
September I 0, 2011 
Jennifer Carroll '03 and Nicholas Grabarek '05, 
June 11, 20 11 
Allison Martin '03 & '04 and Adam Wiley '06, 
August 6, 2011 
Kimberly Koltz '03 and Steven Spanhook, 
August 27, 2011 
Kristen Griffin '03 and Frank Bugacis III, 
October 15, 2011 
Jessica Myers '04 & '06 and Justin O lder, 
June 4, 2011 
Valerie Weidner '04 & '05 and Paul Cuchna II, 
July 2011 
Jenny Hauck '04 and D.P. Lewis, 
September 3, 2011 
Ana Inman '05 and Cline McK.ibben, 
July 9, 2011 
Aaron Lamoreaux '05 and Taryn Crawford, 
July 16, 20 11 
Steven McCleary '06 and Amanda Peterson, 
June 11, 2011 
Courtney Bosco '06 & '08 and Joseph Scott, 
June II, 2011 
Brandi Bozeman '06 and Andrew Oberhill, 
June 18, 2011 
Kari Blazek '06 and Brandon Murphy '07 , 
June 22, 2011 
Justin Duhai '06 and Rachel Snyder '09, 
June 25, 2011 
Korie Shawver '06 and John Schaefer, 
July 16, 2011 
Brian Miller '06 and Haley Bergbower '09, 
August 6, 2011 
Megan Crites '06 & '08 and Mactin Bennett, 
August 6, 2011 
Kylee Flider '06 and Bryan Roney, 
August 13, 2011 
Blake Sanders '06 and Christina Suhl '07, 
August 27, 2011 
Jamie Lawrence '06 and Brandon Bordner, 
September I 0, 2011 
Scott McNary '06 and Ashley Bickel '06, 
October 8, 2011 
Aaron Osborn '07 and Jenny Kovacik '10, 
June 18, 2011 
Christy Franklin '07 and Bradley Cookson, 
September 17, 2011 
Dennis Loy '07 and Julie Stadler, 
October 1, 2011 
Dustin Foster '08 and Janna Sc. John, 
June 18, 201 1 
Shawn Love '08 and Jacki Bradley, 
June 25, 20 11 
Jeremy Miller '08 & '11 and Alicia Byacley, 
July 2, 2011 
Carol Reuscher '08 and Kyle McCollurn '09 & ' 10, 
July 9, 2011 
Christin Delligatti '08 and Paul Baxter, 
July 23, 2011 
Jacqueline Bretz '08 and Kevin Eichhorn, 
September 4, 2011 
Ingrid McCallister '08 & '10 and Ted Minger, 
October 15, 2011 
Wade Stark '09 and Breanna Dooley, 
June 25, 2011 
Kyle Ladd '09 and Katy Hankins '10, 
July 9, 2011 
Kelli Waltrip '09 and Doug Taylor, 
July 20, 2011 
McLain Schaefer '09 and Kyndy Duckett, 
July 30, 2011 
Kyle Wilson '09 & '10 and Megan Evans, 
September 17, 20 11 
Heather Marvin '10 and Brian Kirkley, 
May 14, 2011 
Trenton Hom '10 and Kimberly Dennis '10, 
July 22, 2011 
Benjamin Hussey ' 10 and Nicole Dallas ' 10, 
July 30, 2011 
Jessica Young '10 and Jacob Drummond, 
October 15, 2011 
Patricia Arndt '10 and Tony Easton, 
October 15, 2011 
Ryane Crowley '09 and Ryan Doyle ' 10, 
ctober 15, 2011 
Maddison Combs ' 11 and Jeffrey Stumpf, 
May 24, 2011 
Mina Hilgenberg ' 11 and Blake Fairchild, 
July 2, 2011 
Ben Richter '11 and Lindsey Powers '11, 
July 16, 2011 
Anton Jefferson ' 11 and Destiny Rienbolt '11, 
August 13, 2011 
Jen (Polkow) Doyle '99 & '02 and Mike Doyle, daughter Molly Elaine, July 2011 
Matthew Clark '04 and Kristen Clack, son Jackson Thomas, March 3, 2011 
births Nathan Watson '03 & '04 and Sarah (Heise) Watson '03 & '05, son Frank Michael, March 31, 2011 
Travis Brading '10 and Kendra (Starwalt) Brading '11, daughter Emersen Lynn, June 24, 20 11 
Jillian (Kem) Havran and Christopher Havran, son Connor Joseph , June 17, 2011 
Robyn Carr '07 and Justin Cacr, son Alexander David, August 19, 201 1 
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1930s 
Esther M. Shubert '37, 
Lincoln, NE, June 5, 2011 
Paul W. Bateman '37, 
Stuarts Draft, VA, July 22, 2011 
1940s 
Bertha E. (Ridgely) Polzin '43, 
Saginaw, Ml, May 29, 20 11 
D. Ferrel Atkins '45 & '56, 
Charleston, IL, 
September 16, 20 11 
Beth Vail '47, 
Muncie, IN, August 8, 2011 
DonaldW. Hutton '48, 
Charleston, IL, May 2 1, 2011 
Harold 0. Redicks '49, 
Shelbyville, IL, September 15, 2011 
1950s 
Clifford E. Carter '50, 
Louisville, CO, May 25, 2011 
Maralyn D. (Davis) Gregory '52, 
Delafield, WI, June 20, 2011 
D. Jeanette (Dillman) (Baker) 
Murry, '52 & '69, 
Charleston, IL, July 28, 2011 
Carolyn G. (Easley) McKee '55, 
Charleston, IL, October 15, 2011 
Herbert E. Osman '57, 
Tempe, AZ, May 24, 20 11 
W illiam "Bill" M. Burress '57, 
Tuscola, IL, September 22, 2011 
Alice (Pixley) Koenecke '58, 
Murray, KY, April 8, 20 11 
Billy W. Brown '58, 
Mount Prospect, IL, July 25, 201 1 
Allegra (Mosseri) Wilber '58 & '70, 
Charleston, IL, September 4, 201 1 
John R. Whitaker '58, 
Prescott, AZ, September 28, 2011 
1960s 
Robert S. Clark '60, 
Houston, TX, May 2, 20 11 
Gerald L. "Jerry" Potts '61 , 
Shelbyville, IN, January 12, 2011 
Vernon M. Jared '61, 
Miami, FL, May 25, 2011 
David L. Allen '61 , 
Edwardsville, IL, August 31, 2011 
Michael T. Weber '62, 
Strasburg, IL, October 24, 2011 
Richard]. Wood '63, 
Green Valley, AZ, July 23, 2011 
Harold S. "Steve" Adams '63, 
Hot Springs, VA, October 9, 2011 
Reba (Brock-Jones) Hoffman '64, 
Lake Carroll, IL, July 2, 2011 
Raymond P. "Bud" Houser '65 , 
Toledo, IL, June 7, 2011 
Sabina L. (Crail) McNutt '65 & '94, 
Charleston, IL, 
September 17, 2011 
Judith K. (Beltz) Bucher '66, 
Marshall, IL, May 15, 2011 
Minor L. Best '66, 
Noblesville, IN, July 10, 2011 
Jerry D. Brumitt '67, 
Pendleton, IN, June 16, 201 1 
Sharon I. (Ferguson) Maggert '67, 
Paris, IL, August 26, 20 11 
Germina "Jeri" Smith '68, 
Rock Valley, IA, 
September 25, 2011 
Lowell D. Bourne II '69, 
Terre H aute, IN, July 20, 20 11 
1970s 
Kenneth W. Earnst '70, 
Millbrook, AL, August 9, 20 11 
David G. Shapiro '71 , 
South C hicago H eights, IL, 
May 17, 2011 
Mary L. (Wiles) Cooley '71, 
Newton, IL, June 28, 20 11 
Keith "John" Campbell '71 , 
Santa Rosa, CA, July 5, 2011 
William G. Fetzner '71 & '73, 
Crystal Lake, IL, August 26, 20 I I 
William " Bill" R. Pearcy '71 , 
Silverthorne, CO, 
September 6, 20 11 
Roger L. Schaulin '72, 
Q ueen C reek, AZ, May 13, 20 11 
Kenneth P. Brauer '72, 
Altamont, IL, August 8, 20 11 
Kenneth F. Knohl '72, 
Logansport, IN, October 14, 2011 
David R. Brussell '73 & '76, 
Casey, IL, June 11 , 2011 
Susan (Simmering) Kersey '73, 
Mattoon, IL, July 25, 2011 
Dale F. Farr '74, '77 & '07, 
Marshall, IL, July 17, 2011 
Daniel C. Hochstetter '74 & '77, 
Lisle, IL, August 14, 2011 
Claire K. (Austin) Billingham '74, 
W inchester, VA, October 17, 2011 
Jack L. Dettro '75, 
Stonington, IL, June 19, 2011 
James L. Fisk '76, 
Mahomet, IL, May 11 , 2011 
Kevin L. Brussell '76, 
Dover, NH, June 11 , 2011 
A. Russell Moore '76, 
Gays, IL, August 9, 2011 
Ruth L. (Edwards) Ewing '77, 
Forsyth, IL, July 6, 2011 
L. Wayne Moore '77, 
Mattoon, IL, July 29, 2011 
Barbara A. (Griffin) Maxedon 
'77, Chesterfield, MO, 
October 18, 2011 
Steven J. Elegreet '79, 
Beaver Dam, WI, May 23, 2011 
Kurt V. Jaenike '79, 
Fresno, CA, August 8, 2011 
Mike Heimerdinger '75, whose 15-year NFL career 
included serving as the offensive coordinator for three 
NFL teams, died on Sept. 30 after a courageous battle 
with cancer. He was 58. 
Heimerdinger coached for the Tennessee Titans; New 
York Jets; and the Denver Broncos, where he worked 
under his former EIU roommate, head coach Mike 
Shanahan '7 4. 
"We lost a very special person and my best friend in Mike 
Heimerdinger," Shanahan said. "His love for his family was unprecedented, and I will 
forever miss him." 
Heimerdinger was born in Dekalb. He played baseball at EIU, setting the school 
record for career stolen bases. After receiving a degree in history, he coached at the 
high school level in McHenry. He later coached at the University of Florida (also with 
Shanahan), the Air Force Academy, North Texas State, Cal State-Fullerton, Rice and 
Duke before entering the ranks of the NFL. 
In 2008, he was inducted into EIU Athletics' Hall of Fame. 
"It is with a heavy heart, but a trust in God, that we say goodbye to our beloved Dinger, 
who lost his courageous battle with cancer," said Heimerdinger's wife, Kathie. "Mike 
approached cancer with the same vigor and tenacity that he approached any football 
game - to win. Even in the final minutes, he never gave up - that was our Dinger." 
• 
1980s 
Ed Pepino '80, 
1990s 
Lynne E. (Dethrow) Brilley '90, 
Forsythe, IL, September 20, 2011 
Jacqueline L. (Casper) McCann 
'97, Carbondale, IL, May 26, 20 11 
Rantoul, IL, June 17, 201 1 
Agnes Dale (Manning) Smith '84, 
Robinson, IL, August 19, 2011 
Richard L. Cunnington '86 & '88, 
Tolono, IL, May 9, 2011 
Leo F. Ryan '76, 
Mr. Vernon, MO, October 7, 2011 
Jessie L. {Lacey) Scott '87, 
Mattoon, IL, June 28, 2011 
David A. Hoskins '87, 
O rleans, IN, July 11 , 2011 
Joy A. Matthiessen '88 & '89, 
Chicago, IL, August 3, 2011 
Daniel D. Warning '91 , 
Collinsville, IL, June 2, 2011 
Jim Stubblefield '91 & '93, 
Rantoul, IL, June 5, 20 11 
Betty A. (Lang) Sloan '91 , 
Westfield, IL, August 11 , 20 11 
CarolJ.Muniz '92, 
Cisne, IL, June 11, 201 1 
Tanya A. (Berger) Brown '94, 
Belleville, IL, September 3, 20 11 
Kelly A. Price '96 & '97, 
Sullivan, IL, July 9, 20 11 
Amy L. (Thole) Vogt '96, 
Albers, IL, October 16, 2011 
Gary L. Newberry '98 & '99, 
Escondido, CA, 
September 17, 20 11 
Nancy H. (Kimpling) Maxwell '99, 
Champaign, IL, May 15, 20 11 
2000s 
Matthew W. Nerlien '03, 
Champaign, IL, August 2 1, 2011 
Brook M. Ettelbrick '03, 
Louisville, KY, September 5, 20 11 
Kristie S. (McDowell) Frederick '03, 
Shelbyville, IL, September 17, 20 11 
Rochelle E. Owens '06, 
South Holland, IL, May 25, 20 11 
faculty and staff obituaries 
Paul L. Ward, 
Charleston, IL, June 13, 2011 
Former Educational Psychology and Guidance Professor 
George M. Colby, 
Spring Valley, CA, June 16, 2011 
Former English Literature Professor 
Norman S. Greer, 
Carbondale, IL, June 18, 2011 
Former Communication Studies Professor 
Claire E. Krukenberg, 
Charleston, IL, June 20, 2011 
Former Math Professor 
William E. Hubschmitt, Charleston, IL, 
June 29, 2011 
Former Art Professor 
Virginia A. Plunkett, 
Charleston, IL, July 14, 2011 
Former Food Service 
Evelyn G. Gasper) Herman, Charleston, IL, 
September I, 2011 
Former Telephone Operator/Supervisor 
D. Ferrel Atkins, 
Charleston, IL, September 16, 20 11 
Former Math and Computer Science Professor 
Annette}. Samuels, 
Camas, WA, September 26, 2011 
Former Associate Journalism Professor 
't 
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